
COTTONWOOD HEIGHTS HISTORIC COMMITTEE MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 2020, 5:30 P.M. CITY HALL  

MINUTES 
ATTENDANCE: 

Members: Beverly Beckstead, Paul Benner, Jerry Christensen, Gayle Conger, Jim Kichas,  
Ken Verdoia, Carol Woodside 

Excused: Don Antczak, Allen Erekson, Melinda Hortin, Tali Bruce, City Council Representative 
Staff:        Ann Eatchel, CH Culture Mgr., Caroline Whitmore, CH Culture Coordinator. 
Guests:   

WELCOME & NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER(S) INTRODUCTIONS 
 Jim Kichas, Chair, welcomed the group, with a special greeting to our newest member, Jerry 
Christensen.  He asked Jerry to introduce himself to the group, to be followed by around the table 
introductions. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL   

The January 8, 2020 meeting minutes were approved by motion and second. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
None 
 

CITY UPDATE 
 In Tali’s absence, there was no CH City business report.   
 

Ann introduced her assistant Caroline Whitmore, CH Culture Coordinator.  Caroline will be 
helping our committee with history book sales and is working with Carol Woodside to set up the book 
mailing/pricing procedure, to now be handled from the City offices.  Once this process is arranged, it will 
come back to the committee for approval.  Ann let us know any time she is not available to answer our 
questions, they can be directed to Caroline at 801-944-7016 (office), 801-547-7816 (cell), 
cwhitmore@ch.utah.gov.  

OLD BUSINESS 
Strategic Plan Working Group Update.  Chairs, and some group members, have been named for the 
three primary working groups. They are (1) Archives (Jim Kichas, Chair), (2) CLG/Historic Preservation  
(Gayle Conger, Chair, Carol Woodside), and (3) Oral History (Ken Verdoia, Chair, Paul Benner).  These 
groups are tasked with planning between monthly meetings and reporting back to the full committee.  
Jim began the topic discussion.  We were reminded the City’s approval needs to be obtained for all 
committee activities and the committee’s budget may need to be adjusted accordingly. 

 Archives Working Group.  Jim is proposing the group begins by sorting committee holdings 
stored in the City Hall closet.  His intention is to set aside some days, possibly Fridays, for this task and 
put out a general call for help from other committee members.  He will provide any needed supplies, 
and the goal is to weed out unnecessary items and do initial preparation for the Utah State Archives, 

mailto:cwhitmore@ch.utah.gov


who have agreed to help bring our historic information up to a professional level and preservation 
standard.   
 
 CLG/Historic Preservation Working Group.  Gayle distributed a handout titled CLG Working 
Group—Goals for 2020, which named Primary Goals  (1) Complete work items from the 2017-2018 
Grant. (2) Prepare a list of results from ILS projects. (3) Prepare a 2021-2022 CLG Grant submittal.  
Future Goals included: (1) Establish the City Historic Register.  (2) Apply for CLG grants when available. 
(3) Produce brochures on historic buildings.  Also included were Background Information Lists showing 
(1) Historic Site – Intensive Level Survey Properties, (2) National Register of Historic Places Candidates, 
and (3) Depression Era and WWII ILS Candidates.  As there have been many changes to our CH Historic 
Committee structure and City government, a letter to the CLG office is being prepared to update them 
with our information.  It was mentioned we need a Duns Number.  Ann will check with the City 
regarding this number.  

 Oral History/Storytelling Working Group.  Ken distributed a draft handout titled Cottonwood 
Heights Historic Committee, Oral History/Storytelling Subcommittee.  His discussion outlined the 
subcommittee’s three thematic areas for accumulating oral histories as being (1) Individual Memories, 
(2) Becoming the City of Cottonwood Heights, and (3) Sports/ Parks/Culture.  Ken is donating the 
equipment and his time to the project.  The Method will be to (1) identify a list of highest-priority 
subjects in each thematic area to interview, and (2) use digital high definition, video and audio recording 
of the subjects.  The oral interviews will be transcribed, will go on the website, should have an “on 
demand feature,” as well as become part of Historic Committee archives.  Personal memorabilia will 
also be captured.  Ken suggests the 2020 interviews should include Kelvyn Cullimore (first mayor), 
Donald Antczak, Carol Woodside, Beverly Beckstead, Gayle Conger, Russell Lauber (sports aquatic 
coach).  Group discussion suggested having collaboration with Brighton HS, as their new building will 
have a history center.  The group was reminded interview participation forms must be reviewed by the 
City’s attorney’s and management.   

 Jim summed up by stating the Working Groups will be standing agenda items, so their progress 
will be periodically checked.  He and Ann are currently working on a year 2020 budget, and he and Ken 
will work on a release for the oral interviews, and it will include sharing information. 

The 2020 strategic plan of (1) archiving historic information, (2) updating CLG information, and (3) 
initially collecting six oral histories was unanimously passed by motion and second. 

Trails Committee Collaboration.  Carol reported the Trails Committee, is interested in creating City Walk 
Brochures, and have asked us for collaboration in identifying historic places along these walks.  They 
have turned over to us three CH City maps on which they have outlined eight looped walks along CH City 
streets.  Carol did some preliminary work by assigning each walk a name, a number, and described the 
addresses of each.  Discussion pointed out we could use overlays to show historic sites and it was 
suggested the sites we define refer to our book and we use it as a marketing tool for the book.  It was 
reported the Trails Committee is working first on a website presentation before they create a printed 
brochure.  Jim, Carol and Gayle will work on a response to keep the dialog going between the two 
committees. 



Roundabout Update.  Negotiation is ongoing regarding the plaque which will recognize two historic 
homes to be removed for construction of the roundabout.  The group likes the idea of using the 
strawberry theme on the plaque, as it will honor the Japanese American families who were early settlers 
and farmers in the area.  Descendants of these families still occupy the homes which will be removed.  
Discussion about the placement of the plaque suggested it be placed on the City Hall (northwest) side of 
Bengal Blvd. and 2300 East.  

NEW BUSINESS 

The group was asked to be thinking about topics for the committee’s Butlerville Days display in July and 
the City Hall Foyer display in October.  These two occasions will present good venues for introducing the  
committee’s new direction and activities being accomplished. 

ADJOURN:  There being no further business, by motion and second, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 
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